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The Vamana Purana occupies the four- 
teenth place in the list of the Puranas given in 
a large number of them. It is named after 
Vamana (the Dwarf), the first human incar- 
nation of Visnu. It is the only Purdna that 
gives a detailed and comprehensive account of 
the Avatdra, wherefrom it obtains its desig- 
nation along with a large number of topics 
characteristic to the Puranas. According to the 
information preserved in the Matsya Purana 
it contains 10,000 verses. The Bhdgavata, the 
Devibhagavata and the Agni Purana also 
agree with the Matsya on this point. The 
Naradiya Purana states that the Vdamana had 
also an Uttara-bhaga which was called the 
Brhad-Vamana Purana and consisted of four 
Samhitas, viz. Mahesvari, Bhagavati, Gauri 
and GaneSvari, containing 1,000 verses each. 
Though quoted in some of the Dharmasttra- 
Nibandhas, the Uttara-bhaga has not come to 
light so far. We are, therefore, left with the 
extant Pitrva-bhaga containing about 6,000 
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verses only. 

The subject matter of the Vamana Purana is 
hinted at in its very beginning (Ch. I.)—Narada 
asks Pulastya about the assumption of the form 
of Vamana by Visnu, waging of war by Prah- 
lada though a Bhdagavata against gods, accep- 
tance of wifehood of Sarhkara by Sati, the 
daughter of Daksa, Sati’s relinquishing her 
body to be born again in the abode of Himalaya 
with a desire to become the spouse of Devadeva, 
the glory of the places of pilgrimage, account 
of dana, vrata, upasand, etc.2, This shows that 
though originally a Vaisnava treatise the 

Vamana Purana shows equal reverence to Sai- 
vism and other religious sects. 

The legends, stories and episodes in the 
Vamana Purana are generally of the same type 
and nature, as are met within other Puranas. 
A majority of them is very interesting and 
didactic in character. There are some which 
seem to be dull and absurd. But scholiasts 
consider this part bearing symbolic significance 


and interpret it likewise.® 

In the description of the places of pil- 
grimage the Vamana Purana gives specially a 
detailed and exhaustive account of the tirthas, 
rivers and forests of Kuruksetra, and concent- 
rates its whole attention on the glorification 
of this land.4 The author seems to be well 
acquainted with every inch of land of Kuru” 
ksetra or Kurujangala. Moreover, he belives 
that Kurujangala is excellent among lands and 
Prthidaka is the best among the places of 
pilgrimage.® All this is a pointer to the fact 
that the Vdadmana Purana was composed in 
Kuruksetra, most probably in Sthanvisvara, on 
the holy banks of Sarasvati. 

As regards the date of the Vamana 
Purana, Sth century A.D. can be accepted as the 
upper limit because its author has a full impact 
of Kalidasa and espcially his poem the Kumara- 
sambhaya. The 10th century A.D. can be fixed 
as the lower limit as Alberuni, who visited 
India in the 3rd quarter of the 11th century 
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includes it in one of his lists of the Puranas 
and Upapuranas. The glory attained by India 
in the spheres of religion, philosophy, arts 
and sciences in the age of the Guptas, who 
professed Vaisnavism as their faith, has a full 
impact on the author and has found an earnest 
expression in this Purana. Equal reverence 
shown to Vaisnava, Saiva and other religious 
sects and the worship of the Sun as well show 
that the Purana was probably written or at least 
attained its present form, in the reign of Harsa- 
varddhana (606-648 A.D.), the king of Sthani- 
§vara, as his ideals reflect in its subject matter. 
The Vamana though deficient in genea- 

logies and history, contains rich material on 
Geography. His description of the seven con- 
tinents and the seven oceans, encircling them, 
is a characteristic of the puranic style (Ch. 11). 
An account of Jambi-dvipa, i.e. the first con- 
tinent, is given (Ch. 13). Placing Ilavartd in 
its centre eight other varsas _ (countries) have 
been mentioned around it—Bhadraéva in east, 





Hiranyaman in south-east, Bhdrata-varsa in 
south, Harivarsa in south-west, Ketumala in 
west, Campakavarsa in north-west, Kuru in 
north, Kimpurusa in north-east. Then Bharata- 
varsa is described as consisting of nine islands, 
viz. Indra-dvipa (Andaman), Kdaserinah, 
Tamraparna, Gabhastiman, Nagadvipa (Nico- 
bar), Kataha, Sirhhala (Sri Lanka), Varuna 
(Borneo) and Kum§ara-dvipa (India proper). 
The description clearly indicates to a Greater 
India of the period of the Guptas and all the 
parts bearing a cultural affinity. The Kiratas, 
Andhras, Yavanas and Turuskas are mentioned 


to be living on Bharata’s eastern, southern, 
western and northern borders respectively. Its 
interior is inhabited by Brahmanas, Ksatriyas, 
Vaisyas and Sidras devoted to their respective 
professions. 

The author then gives us the geogra- 
phical description of the mountains, rivers 
and janapadas of Bharatavarsa in detail. 
Mahendra, Malaya, Sahya, Suktiman, Rksa, 
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Vindhya and Pariyatra are mentioned as seven 
kulaparvatas, followed by a list of other 
mountains. These mountains divide the whole 
land into janapadas inhabited by the Aryas 
and Mlecchas. Then follows a long list of 
rivers, the very basis of janapada life. Rivers 
are classified according to their sources—rivers 
rising from (i) the Himalayas, (ii) Pariyatra, 
(iii) Rksa, (iv) Vindhya, (v) Sahya and (vi) 
Suktimin. The janapadas are classified accord- 
ing to the seven traditional divisicns of Bharata- 
varsa, viz. Madhyadesa, Uttardpatha, Pracya, 
Daksinatya, Pascimadesa, Vindhyamilastha, 
and Parvata-pradesa (i.e. the Himalayan 
region). From the description of the janapadas 
it can be gathered that Kumiradvipa (i.e. India 
proper) at that time had its territorial jurisdic 
tion extended upto Vahlika (Balkk), Tusdra- 
(the region of Vanksu), Kamboja (the Pamir 
plateau), China (i.e. Tibbet), etc. in the north; 
Anga, Vanga Pragijyotisa, etc. in the east, 
Pundra, Kerala, Cauda, etc. in the south and 
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Bharakaccha, Surastra, etc, in the west. 


This Bhuvanakosa-janapada description 
and the description of the places of pilgrimage 
in different parts of the country show that it 
was divided in jaxapadas, most of which must 
be independent political units. Butthe mar- 
vellous fact is that despite the diversities in 
political boundaries and religious faith, 
there permeated the same culture which proved 
to be a welding force in the country. 


We get glimpses of some social customs 
of the time in the Va@mana Purana. Marriages 
seem to be performed at a lower age, as we 
see that Kuru was married at the age of sixteen 
(22.4). The custom of Sulka-dharma (present 
given by a bridegroom to his bride) was pre. 
valentin certain strata of the society (19.30,) 
Freedom to fair sex was not favoured with. 
The custom of sati (burning of widow with 
the deceased husband) seems to be prevalent 
among the Ksatriyas (Ch. 72). Having too 


many wives and a large number oi! children 
was considered to be harmful and was feared 
to bring about varna-samkara (adultery).’ 
Roaming aimlessly, giving away alms indiscri- 
minately and killing animals uselessly was 
also not favoured with (14.41). Stealing of 
fruits was taken as a sin and the felling down 
of certain species of trees was considered to 
lead to the second hell. Though caste-system 
seems to be strictly followed, it is stated that 
a low-born person could attain Brahmanahood 
by taking a bathin certain tirthas.® . 


The literary standard and atmosphere of 
the Puranas are different from those of the 
poems of Kaliddsa and his successors. We, 
however, come across some very beautiful 
literary pieces inthem. In the Vamana Purana 
we observe that the mere Puranic narrative is 
many atime lifted to the attractive refinement 
of greater art, and the general tone of seri- 
ousness and monotony is relieved by picturesque 
descriptions of rainy season (1.17-24), autumn 
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(2.2-4), spring (6.9-21), the city of Varanasi 
(3.30-39), the mountain Trikita (85.4-18), 
poverty of Samkara (1.26-27), various battles 
between Suras and Asuras, etc. 


The Puranas employ a language that is 
simple and easy to understand. They do not 
strictly follow the maxims of rhetoric and care 
little for the rules of grammar. They came 
into existence at atime when the language of 
the common man was Prakrit and not Sanskrit. 
Being scriptural in character they were written 
in the language of gods (Deva-vani), but their 
style is very simple and straight forward and 
their idiom is very much affected by the con- 
temporary dialects. The Vdamana Purana, 
though sometimes imitates the literary 
sta ndards of Valmiki and Kalidasa, shows all 
the defects, Ceficiencies and blemishes of the 
Purdnic lingustic style. 

The present edition of the Vamana 
Purdnais a photo-print of the Deva Naagri 
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edition of the Venkateshwar Press, Bombay. 
A large number of editorial and printing 
mistakes, which confused the sense, have how- 
ever been corrected. A sSlokanukramani is 
appended to this work to make it more useful. 
It is hoped that this edition will meet the needs 
of the scholar and the genera! reader alike. 


Makarasankranti, 
2039, Vaikramabda. 
(January 14, 1983). 


Dr. J.L. Kamboj 
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santatyG hanir asiaghya varnasamkarato 


bhayam, bhetavyyam ca _ bhavel  loke 
vrthadaraparigrahat. 

Vn. P., 14.43 

phalasteyam  mahapapam _phalahinam 
tathatanam, chedanam __syrksajatinam 


dvitiyam narakam smrtam. 
Va. Ps, O12 

yatra  varnavarafi = snatva 
brahmanyam labhate narah. 
Vn. P., 37.14. 
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